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I was interested in avifauna of India since long. Lack of any e-
group devoted to Indian Flora caught my attention.

Conceived the idea of an Internet group dedicated to 
discussion and identification of Indian trees, inspiration came 
from ‘The Monk who Sold his Ferrari’ by Robin Sharma. 

Realized that Failure is always a stepping stone to success. 
One’s passion and desire to serve the society, will never let one 
fail.

Thus, on a June day in 2007, Efloraofindia (earlier 
Indiantreepix) Google e-group was born. I wrote to different 
persons and other e-groups for membership and by the end of 
the month, Efloraofindia had around 112 messages, with a 
membership of around 50 members.

STORY OF GENESIS BY THE FOUNDER- SH. J.M. GARG
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-contd.-
Initially set up as Indiantreepix for identifying tree 
species, but soon it was realized that shrubs, herbs, 
grasses, cultivated plants and flowers, and lower plants 
are to be included. This enhanced its appeal as well as 
need to expand the expert base.
With accumulation of information, database containing 
botanical names, common names, flowering data etc. was 
built by me, to provide access to old threads and links to 
new identification requests. 
Subsequently, around October 2010, Efloraofindia website 
(eFI) was created & updated on daily basis, for 
documenting flora of India that is being discussed on 
efloraofindia google e-group.
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FROM 2007-2017
WE HAVE GROWN TO HAVE- 

2800 + MEMBERS FROM 
DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES 

2,50,000+  IMAGES  COVERING 
12000+ SPECIES OF FLOWERING 

PLANTS
WITH 50,000 UNIQUE IMAGES 

ALREADY DISPLAYED

GENERA AND FAMILY PAGES 
FOR 135 FAMILIES HAVING 

COMPARATIVE IMAGES 

A WONDERFUL DECADE 
INDEED!
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efloraofindia e-group  is the largest Google e-group in the 
world in this field & largest nature related in India, based 
on the collection of photographic images of plants, added by the 
selfless efforts of its members from diverse backgrounds. 
It has already completed a decade of service on 17.6.17.

It is the time to salute the selfless contributions of 
The Pillars 
Subject Experts
Moderators 
Major contributors and other members of 
efloraofindia google e-group 
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http://groups.google.com/group/indiantreepix
http://groups.google.com/group/indiantreepix
https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia/about-us/pillars-of-efloraofindia
https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia/about-us/subject-experts
https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia/about-us/moderators
https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia/about-us/major-contributors
https://groups.google.com/forum/


10TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS

PILLARS OF EFI
LONG STANDING 
CONTRIBUTORS
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HERE ARE THE 
MODERATORS OF THE 

GROUP 
AS ON 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS

THEY HAVE BEEN 
CONSTANTLY BUILDING THE 

DATABASE AND ASSISTING 
IN ROUTINE ACTIVITIES OF 
THE GROUP ALONG WITH 
THEIR SELFLESS EXPERT 

SERVICES
THE REAL DRIVING FORCE

AND THE LIST IS GROWING
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One of the biggest non-commercial site, one of 
its kind in the world.

Without advertisements and without 
involvement of any money or professional 
organisation.
It has the largest database on net on Indian 
Flora with more than 12,000 species.

Now efloraofindia is-

The most wonderful thing is, it is 
continuously interactive platform, where 
any query is attended to within few hours.

Database of Indian Plants-  Developed by 
members of  Efloraofindia Google Group



HOW TO ACCESS THE DATABSE ON THE SITE

Surfing efloraofindia is quite simple, any species/ 
matter can be searched easily. 
Click the link :# Species- Seed plants 
(families) which gives links to all the families on the 
site.

A---L (families & genera) - It gives links of all the 
families (with names starting from A to L) & 
genera under them.

M---Z (families & genera) - It gives links of all the 
families (with names starting from M to Z) & 
genera under them.
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https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia/species/m---z


THE FAMILIES LIST
A----L
M----Z

GENERA LIST IS DISPLAYED 
ON CLICKING ANY FAMILY
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Click Family Link e.g.  Zingiberaceae 

All the genera & identified 
species/ unidentified taxa  are 
displayed
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https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia/species/m---z/z/zingiberaceae


THE GENERA PAGES DISPLAY THE LIST OF 
SPECIES

50,000 unique images are directly being displayed & 50,000 more such 
images will be added in next two years.
135 families completed with comparative images at species, genera & 
family pages (sort of photographic keys).

This is How to access 
the Species under a 

particular Genus 
The List is 

Much 
Exhaustive for 
Larger Genera

Next, we can click on any of the desired 
species we wish to see, for example see for 

Saurauia armata
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Display of Images 
on THE SPECIES 

PAGES OF 
135 FAMILIES HAVE 
BEEN COMPLETED, 
Will be Completed by 

31.03.2018
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SEE THE  CLIPS OF SIDE PANE  FOR FAMILY ZINGIBERACEAE

1

2

3 4 5 6

YOU CAN SEE HOW MUCH INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE
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THE SPECIES PAGES HAVE THUMBNAILS OF IMAGES, CITATIONS, RELEVANT 
DISCUSSIONS IN CONTENTS AND PERTINENT REFERENCES AT THE BOTTOM

SEE THE 
BOTTOM 
OF THE 
PAGE
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To Efloraofindia,
Kindly accept my heartiest congratulations on bringing out 
excellent information on all groups of Flowering Plants of 
India. It is a great contribution to the field of plant science. 
The data generated would be of great help in biodiversity 
conservation, bioprospecting and identification.
Best regards
Arun Pandey

Wipro–NFS Sparrow Award Winner for 2014 
J.M. Garg (Passionate Naturalist) Hyderabad

FOUNDER EFLORAOFINDIA- 
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO PROMOTE 

CITIZEN SCIENCE

WE ARE BEING FELICITATED BY THE SCIENTIFIC 
COMMUNITY……

…AND OUR EFFORTS BEING RECOGNISED
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"Team eFI"  have reached another milestone!
eFI can be compared with a large herbarium, but it has more 
than 250000 photographs, each depicting plant morphology not 
as a dead, discoloured and delicate remain (many herbarium 
specimens are fragile) BUT AS A LIVELY PHOTOGRAPH. 

In fact eFI is better, as the true morphology is better reflected 
in the photographs than in an herbarium specimen. How many 
Herbaria in India have more than 250000 specimens 
representing 12000 species? 

Unbelievable data have been accumulated, and made freely 
available on the web. Great service to the science!
My salutations to all who conceived the idea, executed it and 
contributed to its growth in this journey of ten years.
 D.S. Rawat- A proud contributor to eFI.

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT…AFTER A GLORIOUS DECADE

Words of Dr. D.S. Rawat- An Expert and Pillar of eFI 
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An excellent Indian attempt of Collaborative Knowledge 
Generation is the Google e-group- Indiantreepix, devoted to..….. 
Indian Flora. Here, information is shared on a real time basis 
for the benefit of all stakeholders, minimizing delays and 
hastening information exchange.
 The group follows a multi-disciplinary approach, with 
membership from diverse background. Anyone interested is 
welcome to join this e-group 
http://groups.google.co.in/group/indiantreepix?hl=en and post 
photos of a plant (along with place and date) for identification, 
discussion, and sharing.  
Every species discussed gets included in the Indiantreepix 
Database that currently covers more than 2100 species. 

THE FUTURE OF eFI IS BRIGHT…

Excerpts from Report of BSI and ZSI Taskforce, 2009 
Led by Prof. Madhav Gadgil, referring to eFI
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http://groups.google.co.in/group/indiantreepix?hl=en
http://indiantreepix.googlegroups.com/web/Indiantreepix+Database.xls
http://indiantreepix.googlegroups.com/web/Indiantreepix+Database.xls


Much of the taxonomic work relies on the `printed literature’, and 
protologues, most of which are often isolated from, and inaccessible to, 
most taxonomists (especially for those in developing countries). 

Most of the critical information needed for the taxonomic resolve is 
held up in old and scattered type specimens, which again are not 
always easily accessible. 

These difficulties have constrained the interactions among the 
taxonomic workers across the world in general and in developing 
countries such as India in particular. .. the spirit of global taxonomy… 
is lacking. Taxonomists have frequently identified this as a limiting 
factor for their work.
An effort of particular interest to us is that of the Flora of China.  This 
collaboration has involved several hundred botanists and computer 
experts, working in many different organizations worldwide and has 
made remarkable progress, generating excellent information on many 
Indian plant species as well.

Source: Report of BSI & ZSI Taskforce, 2009 Prof. Madhav Gadgil
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…several of the hurdles….can be greatly overcome by the 
establishment of a cyber-taxonomic space... a web based single 
platform where all the taxonomists working in a group of 
organisms can gain access to virtual e-herbarium/ museum.
 ..This virtual herbarium/museum would facilitate the global set of 
taxonomists working on that group to refer, interact, agree or 
disagree upon the taxonomic issues.. 
... Making these details available in a single window would also 
help non-taxonomists to keep track of the names and details of the 
organisms so that the difficulties that are being faced at present 
can be avoided. 
Such a facility is most immediately required for a country like India 
and we should assume leadership in setting up a cybertaxonomic 
space for the entire Asia given our IT strengths.  

Quoted from Report of 
BSI & ZSI Taskforce, 

2009 led by 
Prof. Madhav Gadgil

Efloraofindia has already achieved 
considerable progress in this direction
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Future implications of efloraofindia to the world of taxonomy
Since Efloraofindia came into existence, the Taxonomists/ 
Botanists are seen more oriented towards identifications 
based on photographs (which are much superior), rather than 
solely relying on herbarium specimens. This fact is well 
reflected in latest publications also.

This trend is going to change further with ever changing 
technology & wide availability of high speed internet through 
ubiquitous devices like mobile.

One sitting in some corner of the world may be revising a 
genus all over the world, giving due cognizance to what is 
available on line in websites like efloraofindia. 

There is so much to say, but for the limited time.
That is where the future of world of taxonomy lies.
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Lots of experts are 
keeping an hawk 

eye on all the posts 
& publishing new 

species/ records etc. 
whenever they come 

across with or 
without our 

knowledge. Many 
new species are seen 
here before they are 

published.
 

50,000 unique images 
directly being 

displayed & plan to 
add 50,000 more such 

images in next two 
years.

135 families 
completed with 

comparative images at 
species, genera & 

family pages 
(sort of photographic 

keys).

"A picture is worth a thousand words" 

Efloraofindia is 
playing a pivotal 

role in discovery of 
many new species, 

in bringing out new 
records, in better 
explaining many 

scientific 
publications etc.

Come join us and enjoy the beautiful 
journey of digitalization of Indian 

Flora

And surely we 
will help 

building a better 
tomorrow for 
Taxonomy of 

Indian 
Flowering Plants
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THANK YOUTHANK YOU


